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Spot Check

‘Issue spotting’ gives
business owners affordable
access to attorneys.

Five years aga, when Leigh Elliott
was getting ready to lavnch a small
business, she leoked for an attorney to
review her plans,

“Twanted tobe legally sound,” Eliot
says. “T wanted to make sure that my
legal entity was correct, but [ was work-
ing om Jimited funds" 0

Ttwas beyond her budger, she says,
to hire an attorney to work for days
deawing up conteacts and creating the
various begnl documents she needed. But
she says it seemed too risky to move her
Twsiness forward without secking any
legal expertise atall.

Between thode extremes, she found
Christine Weingart, an associate at Tean
Mead in Orlande, Welngart, who gradu-
ated from the University of Florida's law
sehool in 2007, was willing to “issue-

spot™ with Elliotr, meaning she would
set aside nn hour to meet with her, dis-
cuss the business, review the paperwork
i ook for legal issues thot hod the
potential to becoine problems.
w:i:llxil'l sees the arrangement as
an investment. The hope, she says, is
that the small businesses she 1ssue-

| spots for will evenmally grow inte Jarge

Businesses thae will need morg Legal
work. Until then, the sessions earn
Weingart in occasional billable hour
she wouldn't have earned otherwise
— anad the ehients dan’t have to commit
to funding a big retainer.

4 bot of times, espectally now due
to the economy, people don't have the
money mhimnn ilthgrm'y to do EVETY
thing Weingart says. “It's a way te
aszist entreprencars to the extent that
thary can afford it

A tax and eorporate L altorney, We-
ingart sys issue-spotting clients typi-
cally need help picking the right begal
entity for their business, whether itbhe a
corpasation, a Hmited lability company
or any number of general o limited
partnerships. All have differant tax and
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Issue-spotting elients also ask about
legal contracts required to bring on
early-stage investors. Many need halp

| with other paperwork, Typically, thay'll
bring her copies of sample documents
or contracts they've printed off the

| internct or gathered from previous busi-

nesses and nsk her tolook for mistakes

and tell them how make it right,

“Wo've erying to put them en alert
and prepping them for problerms that
might necun™ Weingart says, *Tu's like
preventive medicine”

I gomme enses, the woerk can be fin-
ishied in an hour. Other cases will need
multiple sesshong, Sometimes, Weingart
will tell clients that their legal issues are
tnn¢nn1p!i¢:nt¢d fur i;.-su::-s.potthsg.

In Ellintt's case, the sessionz have be-
come more freguent as her business hos
fetten bigger, Her company, Team El-
| liote Eduweation, brings educational and

lifestyle programs to health care com-

munities and facilities in Orlando, Kis-
simmoes, Lake Mary, Oviedo and Cler-
| maont. Groas neome 15 wp from $12,000
I the first year to $200,000 now. =
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